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INTRODUCTION. 


I is almoſt univerſally believed, that The 
L Firſt Epiſtle of Clemens Romanus to the 
Church at Corinth is of very high antiquity, 
and bears the characters of priautive timpli- 
city. 20 | „5 
So ME learned men ſay that it was written 


35 the ſixty- fifth year after the bii th of Chriſt. 


From ſome hints in the epiſtle, there is rea- 
ſon to believe, that it was ſent to the Corin - 
thian church before Jeruſalem was deſtroyed 
by Titus, A. D. 70. as Clement ſpeaks of the 
worſhip of God in the temple, refers to the 
offerings of the prieſts at the altar, and men- 
tions Peter and Paul as lately dead, 


| REFERENCES to, and quotations from, 
this epiſtle, are often to be found among hs 
early writers for Chriſtianity, 
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i INTRODUCTION. 
As the following tranſlation is not deſigned 


for the eritical inſpection of the learned, but 
ſor the unlearned, among whom the greateſt 


number of chriſtians were, and ſtill are found, 


it is therefore unneceſſary to croud the mar- 
gin with authorities from the writers of the 
ſecond, third, and fourth centuries, to ſhow 
the high eſteem the firſt chriſtian churches 
had for this epiſtle; yea, ſo great was it, as 
to be publickly read in many of the churches 
of Aſia. | 
TRE only manuſcript copy of this epiſtle, 
which exiſts in the world, as far as we know, 
is depoſited in the Britiſh Muſeum, It is writ- 
ten on vellum, and bound up with the copy 
of the old and new teſtaments, commonly 
called The Alexandrian Bible, It is ſaid to be 
written by Thecla, a noble woman, in the 4th 
century. This. ſhews how highly it was 
eſteemed as far down as the council of Nice. 
WIEN Cyril Patriarch of Alexandria was 
tranſlated to the patriarchate of Conſtanti- 
nople, he brought with him out of Egypt a 
valuable collection of manuſcripts, and among 


them this copy of the Bible and Clement's 


epiſtle, 
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cpiſtle, which he generouſly ſent, as a moſt 
valuable preſent, to King Charles I. by Sir 
Thomas Ree, at that time his Majeſty's ambaſ- 
ſador at the Porte. From this manuſcript 
all the editions of this ny that. are in the 


world have ſprung. 


Tas valuable remain of antiquity, by be- 
ing buried in Egypt above 1300 years, has 
happily eſcaped the calamity which befel the 
writings of the other primitive fathers, which 
were mangled, interpolated, and miſerably 
adulterated by the hands of the Romiſb cler- 
gy, to ſerve their purpoſes. 


Ignatius was almoſt cotemporary with Cle- 
ment. Yet how different is the ſtile of his 
ſeven epiſtles, called genuine, from the ſtile 
of Clement in the N epiſtle 


Ignatius with a very high and domineer- 
ing tone, is made to ſpeak the language of 
Diotrephes, who was. ſeverely rehuked by the 
apoſtle John. 


Clement, on the * hand, is modeſt and 
humble, | 
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iv INTRODUCTION. 


Tux Ignatian epiſtles carry in them evi- 
dent marks'of interpolation and forgery, af- 
ter all the labour and pains it has coſt the 
learned and candid Dr Wake to defend them, 


Tx learned archbiſhop found in them an 
unanſwerable argument for prelacy, drawn 
from the 7ewiſh high-prieſt, inferior prieſts, 
and Levites, which the corrupter of Ignatius 
applies to the biſhop, preſbyters, and deacons. 
Bur no ſuch thing can be found in the New 
Teſtament, nor in the epiſtle of Clement, nei- 


ther in Polycarp's epiſtle to the Philippians, 
in which epiſtle Polycarp places the Lord Je- 
ſus in the room of the high-prieſt of the 


Jews, as his antitype. 


Photius, a learned critic, and patriarch of 
Conſtantinople, about the middle of the gth 
century, in his examination of Clement's epil- 
tle, finds only this fault with him, that he 
ſpeaks not ſo expreſly of the deity of the 
Son of God, as he ſhould have done. But 
the learned patriarch ſhould have conſidered, 
that there was no controverſy or debate in 
the church at Corinth, nor in any of the 
churches in the age of Clement, on that ſub- 


f ject. For 
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For this reaſon the apologiſts and wr iters 
for Chriſtianity, in the two firft centuries, 
ſpeak ſparingly, and ſometimes in an un- 
guarded manner, on that ſubject. This gave 
a handle to Arius and his followers, about 
the time of the council of Nice, to defend 
their impious doctrine by quotations from 
their writings, perhaps vitiated; and to draw” 
from thence concluſions which were never 
intended by the authors, It has always been 
judged unfair to draw arguments from de- 
tached ſentences, againſt the main ſcope and 
obvious deſign of an author. The Teſta- 
ments, both new and old, have not eſcaped 


this treatment. 


Clement's epiſtle was written to the Corin- 


thian church within twenty years after they 


had received Paul's two epiſtles. He was one 
of Paul's fellow labourers in the goſpel, and 
honourably mentioned by him as ſuch in the 
fourth chapter of his epiſtle to the Philippi- 
ans, and was probably well acquainted with 
the paſtors and brethren of the Corinthian 
church. He ſpeaks with eſteem of their 
preſbyters whom they had «depoſed, through 

the 
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vi INTRODUCTION. 


the influence of two or three envious and 
turbulent leading men in the church. 


Ix the laſt chapter of the firſt epiſtle to 
the Corinthians, Fortunatus is one of the mel. 
ſengers of that church who were ſent to Paul. 
In the ſame chapter Stephanas and his houſe 
are taken notice of as being the firſt fruits of 


Achaia. 


Clement informs us, that it was the apoſtles 
practice, to ordain from among the firſt- 


fruits of their miniſtry, preſbyters in the new- 


ly-gathered churches; and we learn from the 
cloſe of Clement's epiſtle, that Fortunatus with 
other meflengers were ſent from the Corinthi- 
an church to the church at Rome, for their 
advice, which Clement and the whole church 
ſent them in the following epiſtle. It is not 
improbable that Stephanas was one of the de- 


poſed biſhops of the church at Corinth. 


As Clement was Paul's intimate friend, it 
was very natural for the church at Gorinth to 
write to the church where he reſided, for 
counſel and advice in their melancholy and 
divided condition, 
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INTRODUCTION: vii 
Tazy who were depoſed were all preſby- 


ters. Clement knew no diſtinction betwixt bi- 


ſhop, preſbyter, or elder, as the apoſtles 
knew none. Paul calls the preſbyters at Ephe- 
ſus, biſhops; John and Peter call themſelves 
preſbyters or elders. The exaltation of a bi- 
ſhop above preſbyters was later than the days 
of Clement ; but the myſtery of iniquity, as 
Paul calls it, was working faſt towards this 
exaltation, John ſaw and rebuked it in Dio- 
trephes : but it grew, as was foretold, till 
it came to its monſtrous head in the church 
of Rome, 


Clement noche lets fall the leaſt hint, 
that the church at Corinth had not power to 
depoſe their preſbyters, if they behaved not 
in character; but he blames them for caſting 
out thoſe preſbyters who had exerciſed the 
office of a biſhop well; and therefore com- 
pares their ſedition to that of Aaron and Mi. 
riam againſt Maſes, and to the ſedition of the 
Tfraelitiſh church againſt Aaron concerning 
the prieſthood. 


Far E in he — Tefus Chriſt, the Son 
of God, who was raiſed from the dead, ac- 


cording 
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vii INTRODUCTION. 


b cording to the ſcriptures, is the capital doc- 
trine taught by the apoſtles, and by Clement 


in this epiſtle. 


BROTHERL v love, with its fruits, is warm- 
ly recommended and exhorted to, as the true 
evidence of faith. 


Hu MILITY and lowlineſs of mind, as the 
way to glory and honour when the Lord re- 


turns, are recommended with many argu- 
ments and examples, 


AFTER the example of the Lord and his 
apoſtles, he comforts the chriſtian church 
under their afflictions for the ſake of the go- 
ſpel, and prepares them for more trials. Not 
one hint falls from him of better times, or 
that the world will ever be reconciled to the 
faith and converſation of true chriſtians. 


He affirms that the reſurrection from the 

dead is the only enlivening hope of ſuffering 

chriſtians, and ſpeaks of it in the ſtile of his 
beloved Paul. 


By ſome hints he gives, it would appear, 
that the diſpute concerning the reſurrection, 


of which Paul wrote to them, was not yet 


at 


his 
rch 
go* 
Not 
or 
the 


the 
ring 


f his 


pear, 
ion, 


˖ yet 


 INTWODWOCTION tis 
at an end in that church; and it is evident, 
that their ſchiſms and factions, occaſioned by 


their heing puffed up for one againſt another, 


were ſo far from being quelled by Paul's 
epiſtles to them, that they grew to ſuch mad- 
neſs, as he calls it, as to depoſe their preſby- 
ters whoſe characters were blameleſs. 


SOME learned men have raiſed an object- 
ion againſt this epiſtle, becauſe Clement draws 
an argument for the reſurrection of the bo- 
dy from the fabulous ſtory of the phenix : 
to this it may be anſwered, 1/, That Clement, 
though a venerable and apoſtolical man, is 
not conſidered by us as divinely inſpired in 
writing this epiſtle, as were the apoſtles in 
their writings : and, 2dly, It is no great won- 
der that he gave credit to this fable, which 
at that time was univerſally believed by Zews, 
Gentiles, and Chriftians ; and why ſhould the 
reſurrection of the dead be incredible to thoſe 
who in that age believed the ſtory of the phe- 
nix ? which though now univerſally known 
to be a fable, yet as to them, was an argue 
ment ad haminem, 
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X INTRODUCTION, 


THz learned Dr Wake above mentioned 
has anſwered this objection with great per- 
ſpicuity, in his preliminary diſcourſe on the 
epiſtles of the apoſtolical fathers, POR at 


London, 1737, 4th edit. - 


IT muſt be acknowledged, that the learn- 
ed archbiſhop's tranſlation of this epiſtle is 
excellent and elegant, though not ſo literal 
as could be wiſhed. He had the idea of the 
church of England before him, and believed 
it to he like thoſe primitive churches ; and 
it is no wonder that he adapts certain words 
to his church, which had a meaning in the 
age of Clement different from that now affixed 
to chem. 


Ix the ſixth ſection, the names of thoſe 
women Danaides or Danais, and Dirce, which 
are in the original Greek, are thrown out of 
the text into the margin of the archbiſhop's 
tranſlation; he judging it unworthy of Cle- 
ment to rank with chriſtian ſufferers thoſe 
famous Gentile ladies. But is there any ab- 


ſurdity in believing that there might be chri- 


ſtian women of theſe names, and ſufferers 
„ for 


ed 
nd 
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red 
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for chriſtianity, well known to . and 
the Corinthians? 


Bouxp up with this epiſtle, in the arch- 
biſhop's edition, are ſeveral others, which car- 
ry ſelt-evident marks of forgery and interpo- 
lation. They breathe not the ſame ſpirit 
with Clement. 


FINALLY, the archbiſhop's book is writ- 


ten for the learned, and falls into few hands. 


But this attempt is deſigned for the unlearn- 
ed, to ſhew them the likeneſs of Clement's 
doctrine to that of the Lord and his apoſtles, 
and the complexion and conſtitution of the 


| churches immediately after the apoſtles days; 
for, towards the end of the ſecond century, 


they will not anſwer to the line of the ſanc - 
tuary, neither in doctrine, diſcipline, nor go- 
yernment, _ 
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CLEMENS ROMANUS. 


\HE church of God ſojourning at 
Rome, to the church of God ſo- 
journing at Corinth: | 
Fo the called, ſanified by the will of 
God, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : 
Grace unto you, and peace, from Al- 
mighty God, by Jeſus Chriſt, be multi- 
plied upon every one of you, and towards 
each other. 


 - Wy | 

BzLoveD brethren, it was owing to 
calamities and adverſities which befel us, 
” that 


„ SI 


2 THE FIRST EPISTLE of 


that we ſcemed ſo flow in attending to 
theſe matters you deſired of us; eſpecial- 
ly that impious and deteſtable ſedition, ſo 
unbecoming the elect ſtrangers of God, 


which a few raſh and arrogant perſons 
have inflamed to ſo great madneſs, So 


that your venerable and famous name, ſo 
worthy to be loved by all men, is grie- 
vouſly reproached. What ſtranger com- 


ing among you, hath not been fully con- 


vinced of your ſelf-· denied and eſtabliſhed 
faith? who has not admired your ſound 
and equitable piety in Chriſt? who hath 
not proclaimed your magnificent diſpoſi- 
tion to hoſpitality? who hath not bleſſed 
your well · grounded and perfected knows 
ledge? All your affairs were carried on 
without reſpect of perſons; and ye walk - 
ed according to the laws of God, being 
ſubject to your leaders, and giving due 
honour to your elders: you charged young 
men to learn moderation, and to be ſober- 
minded: you exhorted the women to do 
No 4 all 


deration. 


ferings were before your eyes. 
your love to all was profound and ſplen- 


CLEMENS ROMAN us. 2 


all things with a blameleſs, undefiled, and 
chaſte conſcience, loving their husbands 
in a becoming manner; you taught them 
to obſerve the law of obedience, and to 
manage their houſhold affairs with mo- 


II. 
Iov all ſtudied humility: of mind, not 
being vain · glorious; rather ſubmiſſive, 


than ſeeking dominion ; rather inclined 


to give, than to receive, being: ſatisfied 
with what. God beſtowed: for daily ſuſte- 
Hance; carefully attending to his words, 
your bowels. were enlarged; and his ſuf- 
So that 


did; and yow had: an inſatiable defire of 
doing good. There was a plentiful effu- 


ſion of the Holy Spirit upon you all. Ye 


were alſo filled with a: ſanctified delibera - 


tion. With the readineſs of a good mind 


ye lifted up your hands with holy confi- 
dence to Almighty God, beſeeching him 
. Az with 
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with tears to be merciful, and pardon your 
involuntary offences. There was a fer- 
vency in your prayers night and day for 
the whole brotherhood, that the number 
of the elect might be ſaved, with mercy 
and conſcience. Ye were pure and harm- 
leſs, not remembering offences againſt one 
another. Every ſedition and every ſchiſm 
was an abomination to you. Ye bewailed 
the failings of your neighbours ; their 
ſhort-comings ye looked upon as your 
own. Ye never repented of well-doing ; 
ye were ready to every good work: all- 
virtuous and devout diſcipline adorned 
you. All-your affairs were tranſacted in 
his fear. The Lord's commandments were 
written upon the tables of your hearts. 
I 9 
Every honour and enlargement was 
beſtowed on you; then that ſcripture was 
fulfilled, © My beloved did eat and drink, 
was enlarged, waxed fat, and kicked*.” 


* Deut. xxxii. 15, 


* 


Hence 
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| Hence proceeded envy, ſtrife, ſedition, 


tumultuous confuſion, perſecution, war 
and captivity. Hence they who were con- 
temptible have riſen up againſt thoſe who 
were eſteemed: the unworthy againſt 
the praiſe-worthy : the fooliſh againſt the 
wiſe: the younger againſt their elders, 
Wherefore righteouſneſs and peace are 
far removed from among you: So that 


every one of you hath given up with the 


fear of God, and turned blind concerning 


the faith of him; neither have ye walked 


in his commanded inſtitutions; nor has 


your deportment been as becometh Chriſt. 


But every one walked according to his 


_ evil luſts, cheriſhing unrighteous and un- 


godly envy, on account of which death 
entered into the world. 


IV. 
For ſo it is written,“ And it came to 
< paſs, that in proceſs of time Cain brought 


an offering to God of the fruits of the 
| | 4 
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t earth; and Abel alfo himſelf brought 
of the firſtlings of his ſheep and of the 
* fat of them. And God had reſpect to 
Abel and to his gifts; but unto Cain and 
*« to his ſacrifices he gave no regard. And 
6 Cain was ſore grieved, and fell upon 
&« his face. And God ſaid unto Cain, Why 
t art thou ſurrounded with grief? and 
** wherefore is thy countenance fallen, if 
* thou bring thine offering lawfully ? but 
« if thou divide not lawfully, haſt thou 
* not tranſgreſſed? Be filent ; his turning 
te ſhall be towards thee, and thou ſhalt 


* rule over him. And Cain ſaid unto his 
4 brother Abel, Let us go out into the 


« field. And it came to paſs, when they 


ce were in the field, Cain roſe upon his 


* brother Abel, and flew him*.” Lou 
ſee, brethren, emulation and envy mur- 
dered a brother. By reaſon of emulation 
our father Jacob fled from the face of his 
brother Eſau4. Envy was the cauſe that 

* Gen, iv, 3. + Gen, xxvii. 


: Joſeph 


| 
| 
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CLEMENS ROMANUs. 
Joſeph was perſecuted even unto death, 
and was almoſt driven into ſlavery t. Emu- 


lation forced Moſes to fly from the face 
of Pharaoh king of Egypt, when he heard 


one of his own tribe ſay unto him, Who 
% appointed thee a ruler and judge over 


c us? wilt thou kill me in the fame man- 
„ ner thou killedſt the Egyptian yeſter- 


« day *?” By reaſon of envy, Aaron 
and Miriam were put without the camp. 
Envy drove Dathan and Abiram alive in- 
to the ſeparate ſtate t, becauſe they raiſed 
ſedition againſt Moſes the faithful ſeryant 
of God. By reaſon of emulation, David 
was envied not only by ſtrangers, but al- 


| alſo ſuffered perſecution from Saul the 


king of Iſrael, 
V. 
Bur leaving the examples of the an- 


cients, let us proceed to the wreſtlers of 
our own times. Let us take the generous 


Exod. ii. 14. f Numb, xii, + Numb. xvi. 
| examples 
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examples of our own age. By reaſon of 
emulation and envy, the faithful and 
moſt upright pillars of the church were 


| perſecuted even unto a terrible death, 


Let us ſet before our eyes the good 
apoſtles. Peter, by reaſon of unrighteous 
emulation, ſuffered not one or two, but 
many painful labours; and thus, having 
ſuffered martyrdom, he went to his due 
place of glory. By reaſon of emulation, 
Paul carried away the prize of long-ſuf- 
fering, being ſeven times bound, beaten 
with rods, ſtoned : was made a preacher 
both in the eaſt and weft: he received 
the excellent glory of his faith, inſtruct- 
ing the whole world in righteouſneſs: he 
came to the outmoſt borders of the weſt, 
ſuffering martyrdom under the high pow- 
ers. Thus he departed out of the world, 
and went into the holy place, and was 
made the greateſt example of perſever- 
ance, 


VI, 
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1 VI. 

_ UnTo theſe men walking with God, 
was gathered together a great multitude 
of the ele, who ſuffering many ſtripes 
and torments, by reaſon of envy, afforded 

a moſt excellent copy among us. By rea- 
ſon of emulation, theſe women, Danae 
- and Dirce, having ſuffered grievous and 

nefarious puniſhments, arrived at the end 
of the firm race of their faith, and though 
ſickly in their bodies, received the noble 
reward. Emulation alienated wives from 
their husbands, and changed the ſaying of 

our father Adam, © This now is bone of 

“my bones, and fleſh of my fleſh*:” Emu- 

lation and envy have overturned great 
cities, and rooted out mighty nations, 


, VII. 5 | 

8 WIxũ write theſe things, dearly beloved, | 
Is not only to admoniſh you, but alſo to 
I, Gen. ii. 33. 


B 8 keep 
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keep ourſelves in remembrance; for we 
are in the ſame field of battle, and the 
ſame conflict awaits us. Wherefore let us 
lay aſide empty and vain cares, and let 
us come up to the glorious and venerable 
rule of our holy calling. Let us conſider 
what is comely, pleaſant, and acceptable 
in the fight of our Maker. Let us ear- 
neſtly fix our eyes on the blood of Chriſt, 
and behold how precious his blood is to 
God! How, when it was poured out for 

our ſalvation, it condeſcended to bring 

the grace of repentance to the whole 
world. Let us attentively conſider all 
ages, and learn, that the Lord gave place 
of repentance in generation after genera- 
tion to thoſe who were willing to turn 
unto him. Noah preached repentance, 
and they who obeyed were ſaved. Jonah 
preached deſtruction to the Ninevites; 
but theſe who repented of their ſins, ear- 
neſtly ſupplicating for mercy, pacified 
God; yea, tho? they were ſtrangers to 
Wood.  - va 
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VIII. 

Tu public miniſters of the grace of 
| God have, by the Holy Spirit, ſpoken of 
repentance, And the Lord of all himſelf 
hath ſpoken of repentance with an oath, 
„J live, faith the Lord, I will not the 
4 death of a ſinner, as repentance * , 
adding that good counſel, © repent ye, 0 
« houſe of Iſrael, of your iniquity. Say 
« unto the children of my people, It 
« your fins reach from the earth to hea- 
«yen; and tho? they be more red than 
* ſcarlet, and more black than ſackcloth 

« of hair; and ye ſhall turn towards me 
_ «« with your whole heart, and ſhall ſay, 
« O Father! J will gre ear unto you as 
to a holy people.” And in another 
place he ſpeaks after this manner: © Waſh 
« ye, and be made clean; take away the 
« evils from your ſouls from before my 
« eyes. Ceaſe from your wickedneſſes, 
learn to do well; ſeek after N 


Me [ 4 


* Ezek. | xXXXIIi. 11. 


3 ce de- 
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& deliver the opprefied ; i judge the or- 
« phan, and do juſtice to the widow, 
« And come, and let us reaſon together, 
« faith the Lord: even tho? your ſins be 
« as purple, I will make them white as 
© ſnow: and if ye be willing, and dili- 
&« cently hearken unto me, ye ſhall eat 
* the good things of the land: but if ye 
« will not, nor diligently hearken unto 
ce me, the ſword ſhall deyour you; for the 
« mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken theſe 
ee words. Therefore, being willing 
that all his beloved ones ſhould partake of 
repentance, he has eſtabliſned it by his 
almighty will. : 


IX. 

WHEREFORE let us hearken to his ex- 
cellent and glorious will, earneſtly im- 
ploring his mercy and loving kindneſs: 
Tet us run, and turn ourſelves to his bow- 
els of compaſſion, forſaking our vain la- 


bour, ſtrife, and envy that drives us to 
| death, 


. 


CLEMENS ROMAN UB. 13 


death. Let us ſtedfaſtly ſet our eyes on 


thoſe who have perfectly miniſtered to 
his excellent glory. Let us take Enoch 
for our example, who being found right- 
eous in his obedience, was tranſlated, and 
his death was not found. Noah being 
found faithful in his miniſtry, preached 
regeneration to the world, and the Lord 
ſaved by him the living creatures which 


went in harmony and concord with him 
into the ark, 


af - 


X. 

ABRAHAM, who was called the friend 
of God *, was found faithful in his obe- 
dience to the words of God. He, in 
obedience, departed from his own coun- 
try and relations, and from his father's 
houſe, giving up with a ſmall country, 


weakly relations, and a ſmall! habitation, 
that he might inherit the promiſes of 


God. For he ſaith unto him, Leave 


thy country, thy kindred, and thy fa- 


* ther's houſe, and go unto that land 


james ii, 25, ce which 
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« which I will ſhew unto thee. And I 
„will make of thee a great nation, and 


I will bleſs thee, and magnify thy name, 


„and thou ſhalt be bleſſed; and I will 


n bleſs them that bleſs thee, and I will 
% curſe them that curſe thee; and all the 


« tribes of the earth ſhall be bleſſed in 
40 thee 3 Again, God {aid unto him, 
when he ſeparated from Lot, © Lift up 


„ thine eyes, and look from the place 


« where thou now art, towards the north, 
« and the ſouth, and the eaſt, and the 


« weſt; for all the land that thou ſeeſt I 


44 will give unto thee and to thy ſeed for 
« ever: and I will make thy ſeed as the 


„ {and of the earth; if one can be able to 


«© number out the ſand of the earth, ſo 


« ſhall thy ſeed be numbered out 4.” And 


again, he ſaith, God led Abraham forth, 
and ſaid unto him, Look up unto heaven, 


« and count the ſtars, if thou art able to 


number them out: ſo ſhall thy ſeed be. 


| oF Gen. x1, ; * Gen. XU, 14. | 


« Abra- 


1! 
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« Abraham believed God, and it was im- 


4 puted to him for righteouſneſs g. By 


faith and hoſpitality a ſon was given to 
him in his old age; and in obedience he 
offered him a ſacrifice to God upon one 
of the mountains which he pointed out to 


him * . 
1 IE 

TX x oven hoſpitality and godlineſs Lot 
was ſaved from among the Sodomites 4, 
when the whole country around was ad- 
judged to fire and brimſtone $: the Lord 
making it manifeſt, that he will by no 
means leave them who hope in him; but 
thoſe who turn away from him he will give 
up to calamity and torment. His wife who 
went out together with him, being of an- 
other mind, and not of one accord with 


him; on this account, was fixed as a won- 


der, ſo that ſhe became a pillar of falt 
even unto this day ; that it may be mani- 


4 . 2. i Gro. 20K, Gen. xix. 
9 2 Peter ii. 6. 
feſt 
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feſt ro all, that they who are double- 
minded, and doubt of the power of God, 


are ſet up for judgment, and a wonder 
to all generations, 


5 XII. 
By faith and hoſpitality the harlot Ra- 
hab was ſaved &. For ſpies having been 


ſent out, under Joſhua the ſon of Nave, 


into Jericho, the king of that land un- 
derſtood that they came to ſpy out his 
country, and ſent men to apprehend 
them, that, when apprehended, he might 


put them to death. But the hoſpitable Ra- 


hab, having admitted them, concealed them 
in the top of the houſe, under ſtalks of 
flax. But meſſengers from the king hav- 
ing received intelligence, came and ſaid 
unto her, Men came unto thee, to ſpy 
out this our country: bring them forth; 
for ſo hath the king commanded. But ſhe 
anſwered, Theſe two men whom ye ſeek, 


* Heb. xi. 31. BOY ii. paſſim. 
came 
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came unto me, byt they ſuddenly depart- 


| ed, and went that way, pointing out to 


them the oppoſite road. 'Then ſhe faid 
unto the men, I certainly know, that the 


Lord your God hath deliyered up this ci- 


ty to you; for the fear and terror of you 
is fallen on all the inhabitants. Where- 


fore, when ye ſhall get poſſeſſion of the 


city, preſerve me and my father's houſe. 
They replied, It ſhall be ſo as thou haſt 
ſpoken unto us : when thou diſcerneſt us 
approaching, thou ſhalt gather together 


all thine under thy roof, and they ſhall be 


preſerved ; but as many as ſhall be found 
without thy houſe ſhall be deſtroyed, 


And they added, that ſhe ſhould give a 


ſign ; that ſhe ſhould hang out of her 
houſe a ſcarlet thread : making it mani- 
feſt, that all who believed and hoped in 
God ſhould be redeemed by the blood of 


the Lord,— You ſee, brethren, that not 


only faith, but alſo — was in this 
Woman. 


8 XIII. 
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18 THE FIRST EPISTLE or 
XIII. 
Leger us therefore, brethren, be bales 


ble-minded, laying aſide all vain-glory, 
pride, fooliſhneſs, and wrath, and let us 


do that which is holy; © Let not the wiſe 
e“ man glory in his wiſdom, nor the ſtrong 
ee man in his ſtfength, nor the rich man 
in his riches ; but he that glorieth, let 


« him glory in the Lord, that he may ſeck 
him, and do judgment and juſtice *.“ 


Eſpecially keeping in remembrance the 
words of the Lord Jeſus, which he ſpake 
teaching courteſy and long-ſuffering. For 
thus he ſaid, & Be ye merciful, that ye 
« may obtain mercy ; forgive, that ye may 
&« be forgiven; do ye as ye would have it 
* done to you ; judge ye, as ye would be 
« judged ; be ye kind, as ye would have 
«kindneſs ſhown to you: with what mea- 
* ſure ye mete, it ſhall be meaſured to 
« you again 4,” Let us cltabliſh ourſelves 


- Jer. i IX, 23. 1 Cor. 1 i. 31. + Luke vi. 33. 
ourſelves 
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by this commandment and theſe precepts, 


that we may walk in humility of mind, 
always obedient to theſe becomingly holy 


words of his. For the holy word ſaith, 


© Upon whom will I look, but upon him 


ec who is meek, quiet, and that crembleth | 


* at my word * 2 


XIV, 
Ix it is then juſt and holy, men and 


brethren, rather to give obedience to God 
than to follow the ring · leaders of deteſt- 


able emulation in pride and ſedition, we 
undergo not a ſmall damage, but rather 
great danger; if we raſnly give ourſelves 


up to the will of theſe men, who throw 
themſelves into ſtrife and ſedition, ſo as 


to alienate us from our good behaviour. 
Let us be kind unto one another, accord- 
ing to the tender mercy and ſweetneſs of 


our Maker; for it is written, © The kind- 
* Jy-merciful ſhall inhabit the earth, and 


* Iſaiah Ixvi. 2. 1 
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20 Tarr FIRST EPISTLE or 
«« the harmleſs ſhall be left upon it; but 


« tratiſgreſſors ſhall be rooted out from 


« jt K.? Again he ſaith, © I ſaw the wick- 
c ed lifted up and exalted above the ce- 
* dars of Lebanon; and I paſſed by, and 


* behold he was not, and I ſought out 


& his place, and found it not +.” Watch 
innocence and rectitude, for they are the 
legacy of peaceful men. 


XV. 
Lr us firmly adhere to thoſe who fol- 


low peace with godlineſs, and not to thoſe 


who incline to peace with hypocriſy. For 
he ſays ſomewhere, © This people draw- 
eth near to me with their lips, but their 
© heart is far from me :“ And again, 


They bleſs with their mouth, and curſe 


in their heart §:” And again he faith, 
They loved him with their mouth, and 


« with their tongue belied him; their 


* Pfalm xxxvii, 9. Prov. ii, 20. + Pſalm 
xxxviii. 36. Þ Iſa. xxix. 13, $ Pfalmlxii, 4. 


„ heart 
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heart was not upright with him, and 
« ſtood not upright in his covenant, But 
et their lips be deceitful, the tongue 
« ſpeaking high ſwelling words, thoſe 
« who ſay, We will magnify our tongue, 
* our lips are from ourſelves; who is 
„Lord over us? For the oppreſſion of 
the poor, for the ſighing of the op- 
preſſed, now will I ariſe, faith the 
Lord; I will place him in ſafety, and 
will be his confidence *.” | 


"MVE; - 


Fox Chriſt is theirs who are humble. 
minded, not theirs who exalt themſelyes 
over his flock. 'The ſceptre of the ma- 
jeſty of God, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, came 
not with the ſound of vain-glory and ar- 
rogance, altho' he could have done it, 
but with lowlineſs of mind, according as 
the Holy Spirit ſpake of him: for he 
faith, © Lord, who hath believed our re- 
* Pfal, xx, Ixxviii, 37. Kii. 3. 

« port? 
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port? and to whom hath the arm of 
% the Lord been revealed? we have 
* preached before him as a little child, 
© as a root in dry ground; for there is | 
* no comelineſs in him, nor glory; and | 
« we ſaw him, and he had no comelineſs 
nor beauty; but his form was igno- 
* minious, and eclipſed before the ſons 
* of men; a man of ſtripes and painful 
labour, and acquainted with bearing in- 
* firmities. Becauſe his countenance was 
** not diſcerned, he was deſpiſed, and not 
** accounted of. This perſon bears our 
e ſins, and is grieyed on our account, 
and we accounted him to be in painful 
labour, in ſtripes and affliction: But he 
„was wounded for our tranſgreſſions, 
and afflicted for our fins. The cha- 
F£ ſhſement- of our peace was upon him, 
t *© and we are healed with his ſtripes. All 
wwe like ſheep have gone aſtray; man 
has wandered in his way, and the Lord 
hath delivered him up for our ſins ; and 
e tho? 
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_ « tho” he was afflicted, he opened not his 
* mouth. He was led like a ſheep to the 

„laughter, and like a lamb before his 

| © ſhearer, dumb, thus he opened not his 

| © mouth. In his humiliation his judg- 


“ment was taken away; and whe ſhall 
* declare his generation ? Becauſe his 
* life is taken from the earth, for rhe 
* iniquities of my people he was led to 


death. And I will give the impious 
for his burying- place, and the rich for 
* his death, becauſe he did no iniquity, | 


n was there found guile in his 
mouth, and the Lord would cleanſe 
— his ſtripes. If he be deliver- 


* ed for fins, your ſoul ſhall ſee a long- 
lived ſeed. The Lord will deliver his 


* ſoul from pain, to ſhow him the light, 


and form him to knowledge; to juſtify 


the Juſt One a good ſervant to many; 
and he ſhall bear up their fins. Where- 


© fore he ſhall inherit many, and ſhall 


divide the ſpoil of the ſtrong, becauſe 


BY 
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te his * was giren up to death, and he 
* was numbered with tranſgreſſors, and 
* he bare up the ſins of many, and was 


© betrayed on account of their fins *. 


And again he ſaith, But I am a worm 
and no man, the reproach of men, and 
* diſdain of the people: all who looked 
on me derided me; they ſpoke with 
* their lips, they ſhook their head, He 
. * hoped in the Lord, let him deliver him, 
* let him ſave him, becauſe he will have 
* him4.”— Ye ſee, beloved men, what 
kind of example is ſet before us: for if 
the Lord ſo humbled himſelf, what ſhall 
we do, who are brought under the yoke 
of his grace © 4 

LET us imitate them who went about 
in goat and ſheep-ſkins, preaching the 
coming of Chriſt, We ſpeak of the pro- 
phets Elias, Eliſha, and Ezckicl, and with 


* Lich Iii. 7 Palm xxii. 6. 


them 


ww Uo — 8 vw 


the martyrs*, Abraham gave a ſignal te- 


ſtimony, and was called the friend; of 
God : and in deep humility fixing his 
eyes on the glory of God, he pronoun- 
ces, © I am duſt and aſhes f. Moreover, 


it 18 thus written of Job, Job was juſt, 
« blameleſs, faithful, fearing: God, and 
« abſtaining from all evil $.” . But; he ac- 


cuſing himſelf, ſays, No man is clean 
« from filthineſs, not tho? his life. were 


« but of one day |.” Moſes was declared 


faithful in all his houſe, and by his com- 


mand God determined to deliver Iſrael 


from their ſtripes and cruel puniſhments : : 


but tho' he was greatly honoured, he 
ſpoke not high ſwelling words, but when 


the divine oracle was given to him from 
the buſh, he faith, «« Who am I. that 
« thou ſhouldſt ſend me? I am flow of 
« ſpeech, and of a flow tongue J. And 


he ſaith. again, ge But [ am the ſmoke of - 


«4 pot.” 
* Heb. xi. 37. + Iſaiah xli. 8. James ii. 


23 La xviii. 27. $ Job i, x. || Job xiv, 
D XVIII. 


4. J Exod, iv. 10. 
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Bur what ſhall we ſay of David, of 
whom it is witneſſed, that God ſpake, 
“J have found a man according to my 
« heart : I have anointed him with eter- 
4 nal oil &. But he faith unto God, 
« Be mereiful to me, O God, according 
« to thy great mercy, and according to 


s the multitude of thy tender compaſſions 
« blot out my tranſgreſſion. Waſh me 


« fully from my tranſgreſſion, and cleanſe 


me from my fin, for I acknowledge my 
« tranſgreſſion, and my fin is continually 
'« before me. To thee alone have I ſin- 
« ned, and have done that wicked thing 
before thy ſight ; that thou mayeſt be 
« juſtified in thy words, and mayeſt over- 
come when thou art judged. Behold, 
« I was conceived in tranſgreſſions, and 
« in fins did my mother conceive me. For 
ec behold thou haſt loved truth, thou haſt 


hs Pſal. Ixxxix. 21. Acts xiii. 22. 


C- 


_ * ſins, and blot out all my tranſgreſſions. 
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revealed the hidden and dark things 


of thy wiſdom unto. me: thou ſhalt 


* ſprinkle me with hyſſop, and I ſhall 
ebe clean: thou wilt waſh me, and I 


* ſhall be whiter than ſnow. Thou wilt 
* cauſe me hear joy and gladneſs. The 
bones that were humbled ſhall rejoice, 
thou wilt turn away thy face from my 


“ O God, create a clean heart in me, and 


* renew a right ſpirit in my inwards. 


's Caſt me not from thy face, and take 
not away thy holy Spirit from me. Re- 
* ſtore to me the joy of thy ſalvation, 
« and ſtrengthen me with thy guiding 
„Spirit. I will teach the lawleſs thy 
„ways, and the ungodly ſhall be turned 
1% unto thee. O God, deliver me from 
* bloods! O God of my ſalvation, my 
« tongue ſhall joyfully proclaim thy ju- 
* ſtice. O Lord, open my mouth, and my 
« lips ſhall declare thy praiſe. For if thou 
_ wouldeſ ſacriſice, I would have giren 

ee it; 3 


. *, 
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« jt; but whole -burnt-offerings pleaſe 
** thee not; à contrite heart is a ſacrifice 
* to God; a broken and humbled heart 
" thou wilt not deſpiſe * *. 


* 
Tk ERETORE the humility and ſub- 
jection through obedience of ſuch and ſo 
many ſufferers thus born witneſs to, hath 
not only rendered us, but alſo the pre- 
ceeding generations, better than even 
thoſe who have received his oracles witn 
fear and truth. Therefore being made 
partakers of ſo many, ſo great, and illuſ- 
trious actions, let us make haſte to arrive 
at the mark of that peace which was de- 
livered to us from the beginning: and 
: let us fix our eyes on the parent and cre- 
J ator of the world, and let us firmly ad- 
. here to the magnificent and exceeding 
r gifts of his Peace; 7 in good works. 


* lun l. 
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Let us fix our thoughts upon him, and 
behold, with the eyes of our ſoul, his 
long-ſuffering purpoſe. Let us conſi- 
der how unwrathful he ſhews himſelf | 
rowards all his creation, 


MX. 


Tux heavens being put in motion by 
his adminiſtration, are ſubjected to him 


in peace, likewiſe day and night perform 


their appointed courſe, without jarring 
one with another. . Alſo the ſun, the 
moon, and chorus of ſtars, perform their 
appointed courſes in harmony, without 
any diſorder. The teeming earth, accor- 
ding to his will, in its proper ſeaſons 
brings ſorth fruit in abundance, both to 
men, to beaſts, and all living creatures 
that are in it, without contradicting or 
altering the deſign of any of his decrees. 
The inacceſſible and ineffable waves of 
the abyſſes and deeps are contained with- 

2 III 
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in their bounds by the ſame commands, 
The cavity of the immenſe ſea, gather- 
ed together into its collections at its 
creation, overflows not the bounds with 
which it is circumſcribed, but acts in the 
manner that he appointed it, for he ſaid, 
„Thus far thou ſhalt come, and thy 
« waves ſhall be broken upon thyſelf *. 
The ocean, boundleſs as to men, and the 
worlds which are in it, are governed by 
the laws of the Lord. The ſpring, the 
fummer, the harveſt, and winter ſeaſons 
ſucceed one another in peace. The poiz · 
ings of the winds perform their ſervice 
in their proper ſeaſon, without jarring. 
The living fountains, created for uſe and 
health, afford their ſprings without deſi- 
ciency, for the life of men. And the 
ſmalleſt animals make their habitations in 

harmony and peace. All theſe things the 
great Creator and Lord of all ordained 


F Job xxxviii. 11. | 


— 00: 3 4: 
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to be in peace and harmony, doing good 


unto all; but more abundantly unto us, 
who has: fled. to his bowels of com- 
paſſion, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


to whom be glory and majeſty for ever 


and ever. Amen. 
XXI. 


BEWARE, beloved, leſt his benefits, 
which are many, ſhould turn to the con- 

demnation of us all, if our converſation 
be not worthy of him, and we do not the 


things which are good and acceptable in 
his fight, with unanimity. For he ſaith 


ſomewhere, © The Spirit of the Lord is 


«« a candle, ſearching the inward parts 
« of the belly $.” Let us conſider how 
near he is, and that none of our thoughts, 


nor the diſputes we are engaged in, are 
hid from him, It is juſt then we ſhould 


nor relinquiſh his ſtatutes, turning away 
from his will. It is better we ſhould of- 


{\ Prov. XK, mw 


fend 
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fend fooliſh. and thoughtleſs men, men 
puffed up and vain-glorious of their dif: 
courſe, than that we ſhould: offend God. 
Let us reverence the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who gave his blood for us. Let us revere 
our leaders; let us honour our elders; 
let us teach the younger the diſcipline 
of the fear of God. Let us ſet our wo- 
men right towards that which is good: 
let them ſhew forth the lovely ways of 
chaſtiry. Let them demonſtrate their 
harmleſs inclination to meekneſs, let the 
moderation of their tongue be manifeſted 
by their voice; but let them ſhew forth 
their love equally. unto all who in holi- 
neſs fear God, without reſpe& of per- 
ſons. Let your children be made parta- 
kers of the inſtruction that is in Chriſt; 
let them learn how highly humility of 
mind is regarded with God; what pure 
love can do with God; how great and 
amiable his fear is, ſaving all thoſe who 
walk in holineſs in him with a pure mind, 

| for 


ce 
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for he is the ſearcher of our thoughts 


and intentions, whoſe Spirit is in us, and 


when he pleaſes, he takes him away from 


XXII. 

ALL theſe things the faith in Chriſt 
confirms. For even he by the Holy Spi- 
rit calls unto us after this manner: | 
« Come hither, children, hear me, I will 
* teach you the fear of the Lord. Who 
„jg the man that would live, loving to 
fee good days? Let him refrain his 
* tongue from evil, and his lips from 
* ſpeaking guile : let him turn from evil 
and do good; let him ſeek peace, and 


* purſue it. The eyes of the Lord are 


upon the juſt, and his ears are to their 
* prayers; but the face of the Lord is 


* upon them who do evil, to root out 


« their memory from the earth. The 


« juſt cried, and the Lord heard him; 


* and delivered him from all his afflic- 


+ tions. Many ſtripes are to the ſinner : 
pe” E „ 
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but mercy ſhall ſurround thoſe who 
* hope in the Lord *,” 


XXIII. 

Tu beneficent and merciful Father 
in all things hath bowels of compaſſion 
to them who fear him: and further, he 
beſtows richly, with good-will and gen- 
tleneſs, his grace on them who draw near 
to him in ſimplicity of heart. Therefore 
let us not be double- minded, neither let 
our ſpirit be puffed up on account of his 
exceeding great and glorious gifts. Let that 
ſcripture be far from us, where he faith, 
« Wretched are the double- minded, and 
* they who are of a doubtful heart, ſay- 
<* ing, Theſe things have we heard from 
* our fathers, and behold, we have grown 
old, and none of theſe things have be- 
fallen us +.” O thoughtleſs people! 
compare en. to a tree. Take the 


* Pſal. xxxil. 10. xxxiv. 11. 4 James 1 i, 2. 
2 Peter iii. 4, . 


7” vine : 
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vine: firſt it caſteth its leaves, didn ; 28 
putteth forth buds, then leaves, then the 
flower, then ſour grapes, and after them 
ripe grapes. Conſider then.in how ſhort 
a time the fruit of a tree arrives at per- 
fection in ripeneſs. In truth his will and 
pleaſure will ſoon be perfectly and ſud- 


denly accompliſhed : the ſcripture alſo 


bearing witneſs to this, that © the Lord 
vill come ſuddenly to his temple, even 


the Holy One whom ye look for f. * 


IV. 
LE r us conſider, beloved, how the 


Lord points out to us perpetually that 


there ſhall be a future reſurrection, of 
which he hath made our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt the firſt-fruits, having raiſed him 
from the dead. Let us, beloved, give at- 
tention to that reſurrection which hap- 
pens according to its ſeaſon. Day and 


night manifeſt the reſurrection to us: 


+ Malachi iii, 1. 
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the night lies down to ſleep; the day arif- 
es: the day declines; the night comes on. 
Let us behold the fruits; it is evident to 
all, how the ſeed grows. The ſower 
went forth and caſt out the ſeed into the 
earth ; the ſeed, thus ſown, fell into the 
earth weak, dry, and naked; time diſſolves 
them. Then out of that diſſolution the 
great power of the Lord's providence 
raiſes them again, and out of one ſeed 
multiplies many, ſo brings forth fruit. 


| XXV. 

LET us conſider that admirable won- 
der which is produced in the eaſtern 
parts, that is, in thoſe about Arabia. 
There is a little bird called phœnix, be- 
ing an only one, lives five hundred years; 


when it draws near to its diſſolution by 


death, it builds for itſelf a neſt compoſed 
of frankincenſe, myrrh, and other ſpices, 
into which ſhe enters, having completed 


her ſeaſon, and dies. Out of its putrified 


body 


\ 
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body a certain worm is produced, which 


being nouriſhed: with the moiſture of the 
dead animal, is feathered, and growing 

ſtrong takes up the ſame neſt in which 
are the bones of its parent, and carry- 
ing them on its ſhoulders, points her way 
from the country of Arabia, into Egypt, 


to the city called Heliopolis, and flying 
by day, in the fight of all, depoſits them 


on the altar of the fun, then ſhe returns 
from whence ſhe came. The prieſts then 
examining the records of the times, find 
that the bird having completed its five 
hundredth youy returns again, | 


XXVI 


in nge it then a great and 
marvellous work, if the creator of all ſhall 
raiſe again from the dead thoſe who have 


ſerved him in holineſs, in the confidence 


of a good faith, even when he makes 
known to us, by a ſmall bird, the magnifi- 
cence EE his promiſe ? For he ſays ſome- 

where, 


7 gi 
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where, Thou: wilt raiſe me from the 
dead, and I will confeſs unto thee:” And, 


.* Thou madeſt me to ſleep; I ſlumbered: 


I was awaked, becauſe thou art with 
me f.“ And again, Job ſaith, © Thou 
* wilt raiſe again this fleſh of mine; 


(e whichhath: ſuffered all theſe: chings4, 


XXVII. 


THEREFORE in that hope let our 
ſouls be knit to him who is faithful ta 


his promiſes, and juſt in his judgments, 
He who commanded us not to lie, much 
more he will not lie. For there is no- 


thing impoſſible with God, except to be 


falſe. Let the faith of him be again re- 
vived in us; and let us attentively con- 
ſider that all things are near unto him, 
By his magnificent word he. hath ap- 


pointed all things, and by that ſame word: 


he is able utterly to deſtroy them all. 


% Who will ſay unto him, What haſt thow 


+ Pſal. iii. 5. f Job xix, 26. | 
| ce done? 
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done? or who will reſiſt the ſtrength of 
« his power? When, and how he pleaſ- 


ed, he hath formed all things, and none 
| of his decrees. can paſs away. All things 
| are before him, and nothing is ſecret 


from him. If the heavens declare the 
« glory of God, and the firmament ſpeaks 
forth the work of his hands, the day 
e uttereth ſpeech unto the day, and night 
e unto night teacheth knowledge; and 
there are no words nor ſpeech whoſe 
« yoices are not heard *. 


5 XXVIII. 

S REIN e then all things are ſeen and 
heard, let us fear him, and forſake the 
impure luſts of evil works, that we may 
be covered by his mercy from the future 
judgments. For how can any of us eſ- 


cape from the mighty power of his hand? 


For what world can protect apoſtates from 


5 * Pſal. xix. 


him? 


LY 
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him ? for the ſcripture ſaith ſomewhere; 


r Where ſhall I fly? and where ſhall J 
 _ * be hid from thy face? If I ſhall aſcend 


« into heaven, thou art there; if I go 


« away to the outmoſt ends of the earth, 


* there thy right hand is. If I ly down 
« in the abyſſes, there thy Spirit is &. 


Where then ſhall one go? where ſhall 


he fly from him who encompaſſes all 


things? 


XXIX. 


WHEREFORE let us draw near to 


him with holineſs of ſoul, lifting up chaſte 


and pure hands unto him, loving our be- 


nign and merciful Father, who hath made 


us a part of the election to himſelf. For 
thus it is written, © When the moſt High 


« divided the nations, when he ſcattered | 
© the ſons of Adam, he appointed the 


* bounds of the nations according ro the 


- « number of the angels, his people Ja- 


* Plal, cxxxix, 7, 8. 


cob 
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« cob was made the Lord's portion; the 
line of his inheritance, Iſrael &. And 
he faith in another place, © Behold, the 
Lord taketh to himſelf a nation out of 
© the midſt of nations, even as a man 
* takes the firſt-fruits out of the threſh- 
ing floor; and the holy of holies ſhall 
proceed from that nation f.“ 


XXX. 


WHERE FORE, being the portion of 


the Holy One, let us do all the things 
of holineſs, let us fly from evil- ſpeak- 
ing, from impious and impure embraces, 
youthful luſts, abominable concupiſcences, 
deteſtable adultery, and execrable pride. 


For God faith, ** he reſiſts the proud, 


and gives grace to the humble .“ Let 


us then cleave to thoſe to whom grace is 
beitowed from God. Ler us be cloathed 
with harmony, being humble-minded and 


Deut. xxxii. 8, 9. f Deut, iv. 34. þ Pro. 
th. 34. 1 
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continent, keeping ourſelves far from all 
backbiting and evil-ſpeaking, being juſti- 
fied by our works, and not by our words. 
For he faith, © He who ſpeaks much 
* ſhall be made to hear in his turn, and 
« does he who is eloquent imagine him- 
* ſelf to be juſt? Bleſſed is he that is 
« born of a woman, and ſhort-lived : do 
* not multiply words *. Let our praiſe 
be in God, and not of ourſelves, for God 
hates thoſe who proclaim their own 
praiſe. Let the teſtimony of our good 
actions be given by others, as it was gi- 
ven to our fathers who were righteous: 
but arrogance, ſelf- importance, and au- 
daciouſneſs belongs to them who are ac- 
curſed of God: and gentleneſs, humility 
of mind, and meekneſs ſhall be to them 
who are bleſſed of God. 


* Job xi. 2, 3 
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XXXT. 


LET us then be firmly attached to his 
bleſſing, and mark what are the paths of 
that bleſſing, Let us revolve in our minds 


the things that have happened from the 


beginning. Upon what account was our 
father Abraham juſtified ? was it not be- 
cauſe he wrought righteouſneſs and truth 
by faith ? Iſaac knowing with confidence 


what was to come, chearfully became a 


ſacrifice. Jacob with humility of mind 


departed out of his own country, flying 


from his brother; he went unto Laban, 
and became his ſervant, and the twelve 
ſceptres of Iſrael were given unto him, 


XXXII. 


Ir any man ſhould accurately conſider 
them one by one, he would underſtand 
the magnificence of the gifts beſtowed by 
him. For of him proceed all the prieſts 
and Levites, miniſtring at the altar of 
God: from him comes the Lord Jeſus, 

| ac- 
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according to the fleſh :—from him kings, 
princes, and governors, proceed, from the 
line of Judah. Neither were the reſt of 
the ſceptres in ſmall honour, according 


ro God's promiſe, © Thy ſeed ſhall be 
* as the ſtars of heaven &.“ All obtained 


honour and were made great, not on ac- 
count of themſelyes, their doings, or the 


righteous works wrought by them, but 


according to his good pleaſure. And we 


then, being called by his will, in Chriſt 


Jeſus, are not juſtified on our account, 
neither by our wiſdom, underſtanding, 
godlineſs, nor on account of the works 
wrought by us in holineſs of heart, but by 
faith, by which the Almighty God hath 
juſtified all from everlaſting, to whom be 
glory for ever and ever. Amen. 


XXXIII. | 


WI T ſhall we then do, brethren ? 
ſhall we ceaſe from doin g good works, 


„Gen. xv. 5. 


and 


FS + 0 000 2 » 2 '9 
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and relinquiſh love? God by no means 
will allow this to be done by us. Let us 
then without ceaſing, and with chearful- 
neſs of mind, make haſte to perfect every 
good work, For the Creator and Lord 
of all things rejoices exceedingly in his 
works: for by his ſupreme all- governing 
power he hath eſtabliſhed the heavens, 
and hath adorned them by his incom- 
prehenſible wiſdom ; he hath alſo ſepa- 
rated the earth from the circumambient 
water, and -hath eſtabliſhed the founda- 
tion, of his own pleaſure, like unto a 
ſtable tower: and he hath commanded 
the living creatures which tumultuouſly 
play therein, to be, according to his or- 
der: alſo, having firſt created, he hath 
incloſed by his power the ſea and all the 
living creatures that are in it : and after 
all theſe, with . his holy and unſpotted 
hands he formed man, the ſtamp of his 
image, the moſt eminent, and as to know- 
ledge every way the greateſt of them all, 

for 
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for ſo God ſpeaks, & Let us make man 


according to our image and likeneſs ; 


« and God made man; male and female 


* made he them *,” When he had fini- 


ſhed all thefe, he praiſed them and bleſ- 


ſed them, and faid, “ Encreaſe ye, and 
« multiply +.” Let us behold how all the 
juſt were adorned with good works; and 
the Lord having adorned himſelf by his 
works, rejoiced. Having therefore this 
example, let us with chearfulneſs ſpee- 


dily approach unto his will, and with all 
our ſtrength let us work the work of 
righteouſneſs, 


XXXIV. 


A 600D workman with confidence 

takes the bread of his labour : but the 
flothful and negligent dares not look his 
employer in the face. It becomes us then 


to be chearful and ready to good works, 


* Gen. i. 26. f ver. 28. 


for 
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for of him are all things. For he foretells 
us, © Behold the Lord, and his reward is 


« before his face, to render unto every 
man according to his work *.“ He ex- 


horts us therefore from his whole heart 
concerning this particular, that we ſhould 


not be idle nor ſlothful to every good 


work; let our glorying and confidence 


be in him: let us be ſubject to his will: 
let us ſeriouſly conſider the whole multi- 


. tude of his angels, how, ſtanding before 
him they miniſter to his will. For the 
ſcripture fays, © Ten thouſand times ten 
« thouſand ſtand before him, and thou- 
« ſands of thouſands miniſter unto him f. 


« And they cried, Holy, holy, holy Lord 


& of hoſts! the whole creation is full 
« of thy glory t. Therefore, being ga- 
thered together harmoniouſly into one 
place, conſcientiouſly, as out of one 


mouth, let us cry earneſtly unto him, 


* Iſaiah xl. 10. Ixii. 11. Rev. Xxii. 12, 
+ Dan, vii. 10. 4 Iſaiah vi. 3. 
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that we may be made partakers of his 
great and glorious promiſes; for he ſaith, 
« Eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, nor 
* hath it aſcended into the heart of man, 
what things he hath prepared for them 
& who wait for him X.“ 


XXXV. | 
B ELO VE D, how bleſſed and wonder- 
ful are the gifts of God! Life in immor- 
tality! ſplendor in righteouſneſs! truth in 
boldneſs of liberty! faith in confidence ! 
temperance in holineſs !——and all theſe 


things fall under our underſtanding. What 
then muſt theſe things be, which are pre- 
pared for them who endure patiently ? 


The all-holy Maker and Father of ages 
only knows the quantity and beauty of 
them. Let us then earneſtly contend that 


we may be found among the number of 
_ theſe who wait patiently for him, that we 


* 1 Cor. ii. Ys 


may 


FCtE MNS ROMANUS. 49 
may be partakers of his promiſed gifts. 
But how is this to be done, . beloved ?— 
Thus; if our minds be eſtabliſhed in faith 
towards God; if we diligently ſeek after 
theſe things that are acceptable and well- 
pleaſing to him: if we ſhall haye done 
the things that are agreeable to his ſpot- 
leſs will, and have followed the way of 

truth, caſting away from ourſelves all 
unrighteouſneſs, lawleſneſs, coyetoulſneſs, 
ſtrifes, evil communications aid deceit, 
whiſperings and evil-ſpeakings, hatred of 


God, haughtineſs, pride, vain-glory, and 


ambition; for they who do theſe things 
become hateful to God. Not only they 
who do thele things, but alſo they who 
t conſent with them . For thus ſaith 


the ſcripture, But God ſaith unto the 
ſinner, Why doſt theu declare my laws, 
* and takeſt my covenant in thy mouth ? 


* thou haſt hated inſtruktion, and caſt 
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* my words behind thee: if thou ſawelt 


* a thief, thou didſt run with him, and 


put in thy portion with adulterers. 


„Thy mouth was filled with malice, and 
* thy tongue rolled deceits; chou fitteſt 
and ſpeakeſt evil of thy brother, and 


* ſetteſt down ſcandal againſt thy mo- 


* ther's ſon. Theſe things thou haſt 


done, and I was ſilent: thou conceiv= 
* edſt iniquity, that I will be like unto 


* thee. I will reprove thee, and place 
* thee before thy face. Underſtand this, 


& 4]] ye who forget God, leſt he tear 


* thee as a lion, and none be found to 


* reſcue thee. The facrifice of praiſe 
* ſhall glorify me; and there is the path 
* which I will ſhew unto him, the ſalya- 


** tion of God Me 


XXXVI. 
Ts is the path, beloved, in which 


we find our ſalvation, Jeſus Chriſt, the 


* Pſalm 1, 16. to the end. 


High 


— — 6 -& — — — AY 4-4 
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High Prieſt of our offerings, our leader, 
and the helper of our infirmity. 'Thro? 
him let us fix our attention on the ſub. 
lime heavenly things. And thus we will 
behold, as in a glaſs, his ſpotleſs and moſt 
exalted countenance. By him the eyes of 
our heart are opened: by him our igno- 
rant and darkened underſtanding is raiſed 
up to his marvellous light: by him it was 
the Lord's will that we ſhould taſte of his 
immortal knowledge, who being the ef- 
fulgent ſplendor of his majeſty, being ſo 
much greater than the angels, as he hath 
obtained by inheritance a more excellent 
name *, For thus it is written, Who 
* maketh his angels ſpirits, and his mini- 
** ſters a flame of fire +.” But concerning 
his Son the Lord ſpake thus, Thou art 
my Son, this day I have begotten thee. 
* Aſk of me, and I will give the nations 
bc thine inheritance, and the bounds of 


* Heb, . 1 + Pſalm civ. 4. 
« the 


— „ 
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_ © the earth thy poſſeſſion *. ' And again 
he faith to him, Sit thou on my right 
hand, until I ſet thine enemies the foot- 
* ſtool of thy feet.” Who then are his 
enemies? The wicked, who oppoſe their 
Own will to the will of God. 


XXXVII. 


Mx and brethren, let us fight che 4 
with all eagerneſs in his ſpotleſs precepts, 


Let us conſider thoſe ſoldiers who fought 
under opr leaders. How orderly ? with 
what readineſs and ſubmiſſion did they 
execute their orders? All are not pre» 


tors, nor tribunes, nor centurions, nor 


captains of fifty, and fo forth. But every 


one, in his proper rank, executes the or- 
ders given him by the king and his ge- 


nerals. The great cannot be without the 
ſmall, nor the ſmall without the great; 
there is a certain connexion among all; 


and theſe have their uſe. Let us take 


* Pſalm ii. 7, 8. + Pſalm ex. x. 


for 
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for example our body: the head is not 
without the feet, nor the feet without 
the head; and the ſmalleſt members of 


%%  S& fa Sw * 


whole body : but all conſpire together, 


and uſe the ſame ſubjection, for the uſe 
of the whole, 


bs 2 


XXXVIIL 


TREAETORE let our whole body 


be preſerved in Chriſt Jeſus. Let every 


one be ſubject to his neighbour, accord- 


ing to the order he is placed in by his 
grace. Let not the ſtrong deſpiſe the 
weak; and Jet the weak reverence the 
ſtrong : let the rich, miniſter ſupply to 
the poor ; and let the poor bleſs God 


who hath given him wherewithal to ſup- 


ply his want, Let the wiſe man ſhew 
forth his wiſdom, not in words, but in 
good works, Let not the humble-minded 
bear witneſs to himfelf, but let others 


bear witneſs of him, Let not him who is 
chaſte 


o 
be 
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chaſte boaſt, knowing that it is another 


who beſtowed on him the gift of conti- 


nence. Let us then, brethren, conſider 


of what kind of matter we were made : 
what and what kind of perſons we came 
into the world, even as out of a grave 
and darkneſs: he who made and formed 


us, introduced us into his world, having 
firſt prepared his works of kindneſs, be- 


fore we were born. Seeing then we have 
all thefe things from him, we ought to 
give thanks to him for all things; to 
whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 


XXXIX. 


IMPRUDENT, thoughtleſs, fooliſh, 
and ignorant men, mock and deride us, 


chooſing to puff themſelves up in their 


own thoughts. For wnat can mortal man 
do? or what ſtrength is in him who 1s 
ſprung from the earth ? For it 1s written, 


"7x here Was no form before my eyes, | 


* but 
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x but J heard a breeze and a voice. 
* What then? can mortal man be clean 
in the ſight of the Lord? or can man 
* be blameleſs as to his works, if he 

Puts no truſt in his ſervants, and diſ- 

* cerns the want of rectitude in his an- 

gels? But the heavens are not pure in 
* his fight; allow then, that they are ſo 
„ who inhabit houſes of clay, of whom 
* wealſo are made of the ſame clay. He 
* ſtruck them like a moth, and from morn 
to night they are no more; becauſe 
* they could not help one another, they 
* are deſtroyed. He did blow upon them, 
« and they died, becauſe. they had not 

** wiſdom. But call thou, if any will an- | 
e ſwer thee, or if thou canſt behold any 

* of the holy angels, for wrath deſtroys 

* the fooliſh, and enyy cuts off him who 
* wanders aſtray, But I have obſeryed 

* the fooliſh ſhooting forth their roots: 
* but ſuddenly their habitation was con- 
* ſumed. Let their children be far from 
0 fafe- 
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« ſafety ; let them be daſhed againſt the 

gates of their inferiors; and let there 

* be none to reſcue them. That which 

* they have gathered together, the juſt 

* ſhall eat, and they mall not be abe 

1 ed from their calamities &. 
XL. 

sEEINe theſe things tlien ate mini- 

feſt to us, looking into the depths of the 

divine knowledge, we ought to do all 

things orderly, as the Lord hath com- f 

manded them to be performed, and to ; 
bring our offerings, and perform our ſer- 
vices at the appointed feafons; neither 

commanded he theſe things to be done 4 

rafhly and diforderly, but at appointed T 

times and hours; where alfo, and by =” 

0 

© 


| brood — — az — a - N 


whom, he wills they ſhould be perform- 
ed. He hath determined by his owt fu- i 
Pteme will, that all things being done in el 


8 
xxvii. 16, 17. | 7 P 
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* ſob iv. 16. to tanks. v. 14, xv. 15. 
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holineſs, according to his good pleaſure; 

might be acceptable to his will. They 

therefore who perform their offerings at 
the appointed times, are accepted ' and 
bleſſed. For they who follow the laws of 
the Lord do not go aſtray. For the pro- 
per ſervices ate given to the high-prieſt; 
and the prieſts have their own proper 
place appoitited them; and their own pro- 
per miniſtry lies upon the Levites. The 


layman is bound by the Precepts om 


ing! to . bart | 
* II. 5 

1. E. Ir [ood one of jobs breiter, in 

4 good conſcience, keeping his own pro- 
per order, give thanks to God, keeping 
within the appointed bounds of the rule 
of his religious ſervice with gravity. The 


continual facrifices, brethren, whether 
they concern - prayers, or ſins, or tranſ- 
greſſions, are not offered up in every 
place, but in Jeruſalem only; and even 
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there they are not offered up in ere 
place, but before the temple towards the 
mercy-ſeat. the offering being firſt care- 


fully inſpected by the high-prieſt and the 


above · mentioned miniſters : and they who 


in this act contrary to his will are puniſh- 


ed with death You ſee; brethren, the 


more knowledge we are dignified with; 


the greater danger we are liable to. 
TE E apoſtles preached the goſpel to 
us from the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 


from God, and the apoſtles from Chriſt ; 
and both regularly, according to the will 
of God. Having: then received command- 
ments, and being fully perfuaded thro? 


the reſurrection of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


with confidence of the Holy Ghoſt, they 


went forth, . preaching the kingdom of 
God that was to come. Having therefore 


preached the goſpel thro? regions and ci- 
ties, 


| Jeſus 
_ Chriſt from God, Chriſt then was ſent 


— Sud ans. Ad nirond ann eta ies ac 2 — 
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ties, they conſtituted the firſt-· fruits of 
them (having tried them by the Spirit) 
biſhops and deacons over them that ſhould 
believe. Neither was this any new thing; 
for it was written many ages before con- 

cerning biſhops and deacons ; thus ſpeaks 

the ſcripture ſomewhere, © I will conſti- 

« tute their biſhops in righteouſneſs, and 
c their deacons in faith *.“ 

XLIII. 
AND what wonder, if they in Chriſt 

who were intruſted by God with this 
work, conſtituted thoſe whom we have 

mentioned before? Even as Moſes, the 
bleſſed and faithful ſervant of God in all 
his houſe, hath recorded in the ſacred 
books all the precepts that were given 
him; whom the reſt of the prophets 
have followed, bearing witneſs together 
to theſe laws eſtabliſhed by him; for 
he, when emulation happened about the 
prieſthood, the tribes murmuring, which 
| * Iſaiah Ix, 17. of 
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of them ſhould be adorned with that gla- 


rious name, commanded the chiefs of the _ 
twelve tribes to bring to him their rods, 
having the names of each tribe written 
upon them, and having received them, he 


bound them together, and ſealed them 


with the ſignet- rings of the chiefs of the 


tribes, and depoſited them in the taber- 
nacle of witneſs upon the table of God, 


and having locked the tabernacle, he ſeal- 


ed the keys, even as he had done the 


rods, and ſaid unto them, Men, brethren, 


God hath choſen that tribe, whoſe rod 
ſhall bloſſom, to do the office of the 
prieſt-hood, and miniſter in the holy 


| things to him. And in the morning he 
called together all Iſrael, fix hundred 


thouſand men, and ſhewed the ſeals to 


the heads of the tribes; then he open- 
ed the tabernacle of the teſtimony, and 
brought forth the rods, and Aaron's rod 
alone was found bearing, not only bloſ- 
ſoms, but alſo fruit. What think ye, be- 


loved? : 


3 , As ad ak wi. an. ie. a. £3. 
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Did not Moſes know that chis would 
come to paſs? Moſt certainly he did; 


but that there might be no ſedition in 
Iſrael, thus he did, that the name of the 


true and only God might be glorified ; 
to whom be glory for ever and ever. 


xv. 


Aso our apoſtles knew e our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that contention would 


ariſe concerning the name of the biſhop's 


office. On this account then, being en- 
dowed with perfect fore-knowledge, they 


conſtituted thoſe whom we have men- 
tioned before; and then gaye an addi- 


tional direction, that when they ſhould 


fall aſleep, other men well proyed ſhould 
ſucceed them in their miniſtry. Such then 
who have been ordained by them, or af= 


ter them by other men of good reputa- 


tation, with the hearty conſent of the 
eg church, and who have been blame- 
leſs 
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leſs miniſters 90 the flock of Chriſt, with 


humility of mind, peaceably and without 
clamour, and beſides having the teſtimo- 


ny of many for a long time, we judge 


it utterly unlawful to caſt them out from 


their miniſtry. For it is not a ſmall crime 
we are guilty of, if we thruſt out thoſe 
from their biſhoprick, who have offered 
up the gifts without blame, and in holi- 


neſs. Bleſſed are thoſe preſbyters, who 


have gone before, and finiſned their 
courſe, who have obtained a fruitful and 
perfect diſmiſſion! for they are not afraid 
leſt they ſhould be removed from the 
place appointed them. For we underſtand 


that ye have turned out from the mini- 


ſtry ſome who had a fair converſation, 
and behaved with honour and without 
blame. 


1 


YE are contentious, brethren, and 


zealous for things that have no concern 
| about 


bday 


Ne 


t 
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about ſalvation. Look carefully into the 
ſcriptures, theſe fairhful oracles of the 


Holy Ghoſt. Underſtand that nothing 


unjuſt or ſeditious is recorded in them: 
For ye ſhall never find the righteous 


caſt off by holy men; the righteous have 


been perſecuted but it was by lawleſs 
men: they have been impriſoned, but it 
was by the ungodly : they have been 


ſtoned to death, but it was by tranſgreſ- 


ſors: they were ſlain, but it was by the 
impure, and ſuch as had aſſumed unjuſt 
zeal. They gloriouſly endured all theſe 
ſufferings. What then ſhall we ſay, bre- 
thren? Was Daniel caſt into the den of 
| lions by men fearing God? Were Ana- 


nias, Azarias, and Miſael thrown into the 


kery furnace by thoſe who profeſſed the 
excellent and honourable worſhip of the 
Moſt High ? Far be it that ſuch a thing 
ſhould be. Who are the perſons then that 
perpetrate theſe things? Men execrable, 


and full of all malice, were carried out 


to 
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to ſo great fury, as to clothe with, torturz 
thoſe who in a holy and blameleſs courſe 


of life ſerved God ; being ignorant of 


this, that the Moſt High is the protector 
and defender of thoſe, who with a pure 


conſcience worſhip his innate virtuous 
name; to whom be glory for ever and 
ever. Amen, But they who have en- 
dured with a full perſuaſion have inhe- 
rited glory and honour. God has raiſed 
up and exalted their memory ee ali 
ges. Amen. 


\ 


cleave cloſe unto ſuch examples; for it is 
written, © Cleave unto. the ſaints, be- 
© caufe ſuch as cleave unto them ſhall 
« be ſanctified &. And again he ſaith in 


another place, With innocent men thou 


4 ſhalt be innocent, and with the N 


* Ecclus vi. 34. 
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II becomes us then, brethren, to 


ee yerſe 


| verſe thou ſhalt be perverted &. Let 

vs then cleave td the innocent and right- 
| eous; for they are the elect of God: Why 

| then are there among you contentions, = 

anger; factions, ſchiſms, and ſightings . 

Have we not one God? have we not one 

Chriſt ? have we not one Spirit of grace 


poured out upon us? and have we not 
one calling in Chriſt ? ? Why then do we 


rend and tear in pieces the members of 


Chriſt, and ſtir up ſedition againſt our 
own body? And have'we arrived at ſo 


great madneſs, as to forget that we are 
members one of another ? Remember the 


words of our Lord Jeſus; for he faid, 


« Wo to that man, by: whom offences 


s come! it had been better for him ne- 
ie ver to have been born; than to offend 


one of my elett. It were better for him 


& to have à milſtone tied around him, and 


bi be drowned in the ** than to elend 


4 Phd. xvii, 26. 
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4 one of the leaſt that belongs to me. 


The ſchiſm among you hath perverted 
many, thrown many into heavineſs of 
heart, many into perplexity and doubt ; 
and all of us into grief: and ye perſerere 


in your ſedition. 


xl un. 
TakE up the epiſtle of the bleſſed 
apoſtle Paul. What did he chiefly 


urite to you in the beginning of the go- 
ſpel? Surely he wrote to you, by divine 
inſpiration, concerning himſelf, Cephas, 


and Apollos, becauſe that even then ye 
had become partial; but that very par- 


tiality was the leſs criminal in you, that 
it was for apoſtles, men of high reputa- 
tion, and for a man who was tried and 
approved by them, But now conſider who 


they are that have perverted you, that 


have diminiſhed the gravity and comeli- 


neſs of your eyery-where celebrated bro- 


therly - 
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therly loye. It is a ſhame, beloved, a very 
great ſhame, and unworthy of your manner 
of life in Chriſt, to hear that the moſt firm- 
Ty eſtabliſhed and ancient church of the 
Corinthians ſhould, on the account of 
one or two perſons, raiſe a ſedition againſt 
their presbyters; and this rumour hath 
not only reached to us, but alſo to them 
who are otherwiſe inclined, wavering 
away from us; ſo that the name of the 
Lord is reproached on account of your 
folly, and ye yourſelyes are involyed in 


danger, 


XLVIII. 


LET us then with all haſte remove 
this; let us fall down before the Lord, 
and with tears implore him to be merci- 
ful and reconciled to us, and to reſtore 
us to our comely brotherly love, and 
pure converſation: for this is the gate of 
righteouſneſs opened unto life; as it is 
written, Open ye to me the gates of 

6c night 
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* righteouſneſs; I will go in and confeſy 


e unto the Lord. This is the gate of 
* the Lord; the righteous ſhall enter in 


te thereat *.* Seeing then many gates 


are opened, that which is in righteouſ- 
neſs is the gate which is in Chriſt, into 
which bleſſed are all they that enter, and 
direct their courſe in holineſs and righte- 
ouſneſs, perfecting every thing without 
diſorder. Let any one be faithful, let 
him be powerful in uttering knowledge, 


wiſe in a juſt diſcernment of words, pure 


in his works; ſo much the more ought 
he to be humble- minded; and the more 
ſo, that he appears to be much greater 


than others, ſo he ought to ſeek the com- 


mon good of all, and not his own. 


2 
Hz who hath the love that | is in 


Chriſt, let him keep the commandments 


of Chriſt, What words are : able to ex- 
# Pham cxviii. 19, 20. 


ook 
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preſs the bond of the love of God: What 
man is ſufficient to ſpeak becomingly of 
the excellency of its beauty? The height 
to which love leads is inexpreſſible. Love 


unites us to God; love covers a multi- 


tude of ſins; love beareth all things; pa- 
tiently endureth all things; there is no- 
thing bare and mean in love; love is not 


puffed up; love has nothing to do with 


ſchiſm; raiſes no ſedition; love does all 


things in harmony. In that love were all 
the elect of God perfected: without love 


nothing is acceptable to God: the Lord 
compaſſionately took us up in love. It 
was on account of the love that the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt had for us, that he gave his 
blood for us by the will of God; alſo his 
fleſh for our heih, and his ſoul for our 


ſouls. 
1. 


B ERHOL p, beloved, how great and 


wonderful love is; neither can any words 
expreſs 1 its perfection. Who i is meet to be 
found 
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found in it, but thoſe whom God ſhall ac- 
count worthy ? Let us pray then, and ſeek 
that we may be accounted worthy of him; 
that we may live unblameable in love, 
without human partiality. All generations 
from Adam even unto this day have paſ- 


ſed away; but they who are perfected in 


love [according to] the grace of Chriſt, 
poſſeſs the place of the godly, they ſhall 


be made to appear in the viſitation of the 


kingdom of Chriſt, For it is written, 


„Enter ye into your ſecret chambers, 
* for a very very little, until my wrath 


“and anger paſs away; and J will be 
« mindful of the good day, and will raiſe 
you out of your graves *. Bleſſed 
ſhall we be, beloved, if we ſhall do the 
commandments of God in harmony, that 
through his love our ſins may be forgi- 
ven! for it is written, © Bleſſed are they 
* whoſe tranſgreſſions are forgiven, whoſe 


* Haiah xxvi. 20. 
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re jniquities are covered! bleſſed is the 
© man to whom the Lord imputeth not 
e iniquity, and in whoſe mouth there is 
no guile +.” This very bleſſing is ful- 
filled in thoſe who are choſen of God, 
through Chriſt Jeſus our Lord ; to whom 
be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 


LE 
Le us then, as many of us as have 
tranſgreſſed through one or other [of the 
inſtigations] of the adverſary, be account- 


ed worthy to obtain remiſſion; and they 
who have been ring- leaders of the ſedi- 


tion and faction, would do well to aim at 


the common end of our hope. For they 


who lead their converſation with fear and 


love, would much rather that they ſhould 


fall into tribulation, than their neigh- 


bours; and would rather chooſe to be 
condemned themſelves, than that the beau- 


tiful, righteous, and unanimous profeſſion 


I + Pfalm xxxii, 1, 2. : 


deli- 
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delivered to us, ſhould be conderanied, | 


For it is better that a mari ſhould con: 
feſs his fins, than harden his heart; even 


as thoſe who raiſed ſedition againſt Mo- 


ſes the ſervant of the Lord, hardened 


their hearts, whoſe condemnation was 


- manifeſt : for they went alive into the 
ſeparate ſtate, and death ſwallowed them 


up; Pharaoh alſo, and his army, and al! 
the princes of Egypt, alſo their chariots 


and horſemen: Theſe for no other rea: 


ſon were drowned in the Red Sea, and 


periſhed; but for this; that their fooliſh 
hearts were hardened, after ſo great mi- 
racles were wrought in the land of Egypt 
by Moſes the ſervant of God: 


1 
5 RET HREN, the Lord ſtands i in need 


of nothing, nor demands ought of any 


man, but to confeſs unto him. For David 
the choſen one faith, „ T will confeſs 
into the Land which will be more ac- 

« ceptable 
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** ceptable than a young bullock produc- 
| © ing horns and hoofs. The poor ſhall. 


« ſee, and ſhall rejoice x. And again he 
faith, „ Sacriftſe unto God the ſacrifice 


* of praiſe, and pay unto the Moſt High 
thy vows, and call upon me in the day 


* of thy trouble; I will deliver thee, and 


thou ſhalt glorify me: for a broken | 


56 you? is a ſacrifice to God f.“ 


LIE 
Vr know, beloved, yea, ye very well 
underſtand the holy ſcriptures, and ye 


have throughly ſearched into the oracles 
of God. Recal, then, choſe to your re- 


membrance. For when Moſes aſcended 


into the mountam, and continued there 
forty days and forty nights in faſting and 
humiliation, God ſaid unto him, “ Ariſe, 
« Moſes, go down quickly, from hence 
for thy people, which thou broughreſt 


* Palm Ixix. 31. + Pſalm I. 14. Hi. 19. 
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e out of Egypt, have tranſgreſſed. They 


e have ſoon turned out of the way which 
I] commanded them; they have made to 
( themſelves molten images. And the 


“Lord ſaid unto him, I have ſpoken un- 
* to thee once and again, ſaying, I have 
© ſeen this people, and behold, a people 
* ſtiff-necked. Let me alone, that I may 
* deſtroy them, and J will blot out their 
« name from under heaven, and I will 
* make thee into a nation great and won- 
« derful, and much more than they. But 


_ * Moſes ſaid, Not fo, Lord; forgive that 


* fin to the people; but if not, blot me 
* out of the book of the living &. O 
great love! O unſurmountable perfection 
the ſervant addreſſes his Lord with bold- 
neſs and liberty; he intreats for pardon 
to the multitude; otherwiſe accounting 


himſelf worthy to be blotted ont with 
them. 1 . : 


* Exod, xxxii. j—32: 
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LIV. 


WHro then among you is generous : 4 
Who is tenderly compaſſionate? Who is 
filled with love? Let him ſay, If this 
« ſedition, this contention, theſe ſchiſms 


are on my account, I am ready to de- 
part, and to withdraw myſelf whitherſo- 
* eyer ye pleaſe, and do whatſoeyer is en- 


* joined me by the multitude. Oniy let 
* the ſheepfold of Chriſt live in peace, 
* with the preſbyters that are ſet over 


c them,! Whoſoever ſhall do this, ſhall 


purchaſe to himſelf great honour in the 
Lord, and every place will receive him: 
For the earth, and the fulneſs thereof, 


is the Lord's.” Theſe things, which 


are not to be repented of, they whoſe 


converſation is towards God, have done, 


and will do, 
3 


Bur let us produce the examples of 


the nations,— _ kings and rulers, 


warned 
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warned by an oracle, have delivered them- 


ſelves up to death, that they might by 


their blood ranſom their citizens: many 
have voluntarily baniſhed themſelves from 
their own republicks to ſtop the progreſs 
of inſurrection We have known many, 


among ourſelves, who have ſubmitted to 


bonds, to redeem others : many have de- 
livered themſelves up to ſervitude, and 


with the wages of their ſervice have fed 


others. Many women, ſtrengthened by 
the grace of God, have done many manly 
actions. The blefled. Judith petitioned 


the elders of her city, when it was ſtrait- 
ly beſieged, that they would allow her to 


go out into the ſtrangers camp Out of 
love to her country, and to her people, 
cloſely beſieged, the delivered herſelf up 
to danger, and the Lord delivered up 


| Holofernes into the hands of a woman, 
And no leſs, Eſther. being perfect in faith 


threw herſelf into imminent danger, that 


ſhe might reſcue the twelve tribes. of II- 


rael 
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rael from inſtant deſtruction; for by faſt- 


ing and humbling herſelf ſhe beſought 
the Lord, the maker of all things, the 


God of ages, who diſcerning the humi- 


lity of her ſpirit, delivered the people 


for whoſe ſake ſhe endangered herſelf. 
. 


WIEN ETOR E let us pray for them 


who have fallen into any treſpaſs, that 


being endued with moderation and humi- 
lity of mind, they may ſubmit, not to us, 


but to the will of God: for by this 


means they ſhall obtain a fruitful and per- 


fett remembrance before God and his 


ſaints with mercies. Let us, beloved, re- 


ceive correction, on account of which 


none ought to be angry; for the admo- 


nition we give to one another is good, 


and exceeding profitable; for it makes us 


cleave cloſely. to the will of God. For 
thus faith the holy word,“ The Lord 


6 wm chaſtized me, but did not deli- 
| * 
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| C yer me up ro death *. Whom the Lord 
« loves he chaſtens, and ſcourges every 
« ſon whom he receives.” For he faith, 
Let the righteous correct me in mer- 
cy, and he ſhall convince me; but let 
not the oil of ſinners make fat my 
* head +.” And again he faith, « Bleſſed 
* is the man whom the Lord reproveth : 
« defpiſe not thou the chaſtening of the 
6s Almighty ; for he cauſeth grief, and 
< reſtoreth again; he woundeth, and his 
hands make whole again; he will de- 
liver thee in ſix troubles, and in ſeven 
„no evil fhall touch thee. In time of 
« famine he will deliver thee from death, 
„and in war he will deliver thee from 
the hand of the ſword ;' from the 
* ſcourge of tongues he will hide thee, 
and thou ſhalt not be afraid of evils 
coming on thee, Thou ſhalt laugh at 
the e IT and lawleſs, id thou f 


* Palm cxvi, 8. + Plalm erl. 5. 
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i ſhalt not be afraid of the beaſts of the 


ee field, for the beaſts of the field ſhall be 


ee at peace with thee, and thou ſhalt 
« know that thy houſe ſhall be in peace, 
* and the nouriſhment of thy tabernacle 


„ ſhall not fail. Thou ſhalt know alſo 


* that thy ſeed ſhall be many, and thy 
* children as the graſs of the field : and 
© thou ſhalt deſcend into the grave like 
e ripe corn cut down in its ſeaſon, like 


* a ſhock of corn brought to the threſh» 
* ing-floor in due time *. You fee, be- 
loved, that the Lord is a ſhield of de- 
fence to all who are inſtructed by him, and 
as a good inſtructor it is his will that we 


ſhould be admoniſhed by his holy diſci- 


| pline: 


LVII. 


THEREFORE ye who firſt laid the 
foundation of the ſedition, ſubmit your- 
ſelves to your presbyters, and with the 


Job v. 125. A ju 
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85 Tur FIRST EPISTLE or | 
bended knees of your heart be ye in- 


ſtructed unto repentance; laying aſide the 
1 and proud boaſting of your 
tongue, learn ſubmiſſion. For it is far 
better for you to be found little, and of 
no reputation among the flock of Chriſt, 
than eſteeming yourſelves ro be ſome- 
what, to be thrown out of his hope: for 
ſo the all-virtuous wiſdom ſays, © Behold, 
te J will pour out the words of my viſ- 
« dom upon you; I will teach you my 


% word. When 1 called, ye obeyed not 7 


I extended my words, and ye gave no 


, ear, and rendered all my counſels in- 


* effectual, and deſpiſed my reproofs : 
« wherefore I will laugh at your perdi- 
* tion, and rejoice when your deſtruction 
* comes, when tumultuous fear overtakes 
% you, and when your overthrow ſhall 
& attack you like a whirlwind, when tri- 


_ © bulation and oppreſſion ſhall come and 


* ſurround you. Then it ſhall come to 
12 8 chat when ye call upon me, I will 
& not 


& not hearken unto you. The wicked 


0, ſhall ſeek and ſhall not find me, for they 
« hated wiſdom, and deſired not the fear 
. of the Lord, nor would give attention 
„ to my counſels, but deſpiſed my re- 
« proofs. Therefore they ſhall eat the 
« fruits of their way, and ſhall be filled 
« with their own ungodlineſs 4,” K * 
1 % 


all- ſeeing God and ſovereign of ſpirits, 


and Lord of all fleſh, who elected the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and us through him, 
for his peculiar people, grant unto every 
ſou] who calls _ his glorious and ho- 
ly name, faith, fear, peace, patience, long- 
. ſuffering, temperance, chaſtity and ſobri- 
ety, to all well pleaſing to his name, thro 
our high-prieſt and leader Jeſus Chriſt, 
by whom be glory and majeſty, dominion 
and honour unto him, both now and thro 
all ages of ages. Amen. 


+ Prov. i. 23. 


ES © ,, 


Tia. * 
— - 


->- S$ax* - R_ nj" 
r A „ 
Nr * 2 * 9 


— = 


_— 
© 


+4 —_ — 
9 £&s — 32 


— 


„ 24 —— — 
. — — a 


5 f 9 — At 

- — — = - — * ꝓP— Ü . 1 

—_— E! — — wi... Bins 
. Ids — w © > >:web 


F ; #-- © 0 * bs, by. * * , 
4 ” ' o_ mo i „ 7 
* 1. 1 5-4 . * * „ 
£ oY - wee 
; 4. e * "RET FIF EPI 
l TA c. 
* — ah x * * 
8 „ l 
* OG 8 4 4 
rt £ CY 8 
S 76 
2 ; : 
— *. . 8 5 > * * . — „ 
+ : . 


Tn E e which we have ſent 
unto you, Claudius Ephebus, and Valerius 
Bito, with Fortunatus, ſend back to us 
again as ſoon as poſſible, in peace and 
with joy, that they may the more quick- 
ly bring us the good news of your peace 
and harmony, much prayed for, and ear- 
neſtly deſired by us, and that we may the 
ſooner have joy in your happy re-eſta- 


| bliſhed order. 


The grace of our Lond Jeſus Chriſt 
be with you, and with all every where, 
who are called of God through him: by 
whom to him be glory, honour, might, 
and majeſty, and eternal dominion from 
ages to ages of ages. Amen, 


